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FLY, BEAST! LET ME 
FEEL THE ROAR OF THE 
WIND! LET ME FEELTHE Я 

POWER THAT ES MINE 


ALL THINGS MUST COME TO AN END, AND ON PIRA IV THE OLD WAYS OF MAGIC 
WERE DYING, WEAKENED BY NEW BELIEFS IN THE SCIENCES AND IN TECHNOLOGY. /Z 
BUT THE WARLOCK DRAX REFUSED TO ACCEPT THAT HIS REIGN WAS OVER. AND 
50, IT SEEMED DID THE DRAGON, GORTH, WHO MANY THOUGHT HAD VANISHED Zam 
> “FOREVER... 








Foot! YOU 3 


2, | CANNOT ESCAPE! 





[THE HEAT OF THE DEATH-BLAST WAS FELT 
BY ANTONUS AND HIS SON BIX... 


x. THE 
DOMES ARE OUR ONLY 
PROTECTION. 77 


руу" 
THE DOMES WERE PROTECTIVE BUILDINGS 
CONSTRUCTED FROM THE ONLY MATERIAL ABLE TO - 
WITHSTAND A DRAGON'S BREATH .... BUT THE DRAGON CUT OFF FATHER 
AND SON FROM SAFETY. 


HURRY! WE MUST 
CLOSE THE SEALS! 


LIKE THAT NI 
Ц ALLY ITSELF WITH ONE SUCH AS 
НАХ? 
was; >< 








EVEN AS HIS OMINOUS 





„FOR NOW 


ЕУ HAVE 





THAT NIGHT ANTONUS 
‘CALLED A GATHERING OF 
THE VILLAGE COUNCIL... 


IF WE SUBMIT, THEN DRAX WILL 
BE MASTER, OF COURSE, BUT АТ ГА Я 
LEAST WE SHALL LIVE! YOU, 


Е THAN ALL OF US, WERE Mi 2 
TODAY WITNESS TOT THE: POWER 


“НО, MY FRIEND! I WAS WITNESS 
ONLY TO ma ӘУЕН Бор ШЕ 


MAGICI DRAX'S POWERS BELONG 
IN THE DARK AGE, ANDARE < 
FADING! HIS ONLY MAGIC WAS IN 


CANNOT DO SO HIMSELF! BELIEVE 
МЕ, RID YOURSELVES OF THE 
DRAGON AND YOU WILL ВЕ RID № 
OF DRAX! 


ል BRAVE PROCLAMATION, 
ANTONUS. WHO WOULD YOU 
HAVE ACHIEVE IT? 





THERE IS ONE МАМ. 
THE DRAGON SLAYER. 


IT WOULD BEA FOOL'S 
: JOURNEY, IN SEARCH ОР 
ENOUGH, ANTONUS! THE SOMETHING THAT IS DUST. AND 
DRAGON SLAYER IS LONG DEAD, IF YOU ARE WRONG, ANTONUS, 
AS MUCH A PART OF THE DARK WHAT THEN — AS SOON AS 
AGE AS THE OLD WAYS YOU Ж YOU SET FOOT IN THE 
WOULD HAVE US FORGET! ገያ FORGOTTEN хі 
1 5 LANDS WOULD NOT ОНАХ 
SIMPLY STRIKE YOU DOWN? 


BUT WHAT IF HE ISRIGHT? WHAT 
HAVE YOU GOT TO LOSE? IF DRAX IS 
WEAK, THEN THE DEATH OF GORTH 
WILL SEE AN END TO HIM. AND IF HE 
ISN'T, THEN HE WILL SEE AN END TO 








I SHALL LEAVE 
AT SUNRISE. 


VERY NTONUS. 
WE SHALL GRANT YOU 
SEVEN DAYS ТО ЗЕЕК “р 
HELP AND KILL THE ያ 
АТН. 





12 
BUT THE FOLLOWING MORNING, AS ANTONUS PREPARED FOR HIS JOURNEY — 








YOU ARE А PERCEPTIVE MAN, 
ANTONUS OF PIRA. MY POWERS 
ÅRE WEAK, AND GROWING 
WEAKER BY THE DAY. BUT GORTH 
WILL BE MY NEW POWER AND 
Å YOUWILL.NOT STOP ME NOW. I 6 
AM STILL CAPABLE OF FINISHING 
STAND 


BEFORE ANTONUS COULD REACT, А HAND 
OF OCCULT FORCE GRIPPED HIM. -- 





BIX, LISTEN TO 
TRAPPED HERE 


NO, I WON'T 
2 | LEAVE YOU! 


| (Сан z & 


YOU MUSTI HURRY, OR 72 
HE'LL TRAP YOU TOO! 
ХАТ Я 








FIND HIM, MY SON . 
ТНЕ DRAGON SI 


YES . . . FIND HIM, BOY. THE 


DRAGONSLAYER CAN PERISH 
SOON ENOUGH. YES, COME TO 
THE FORGOTTEN LANDS, БОЯ І 

HAVE MADE IT MY DOMAIN. 
дру ВНАЦ. ВЕ 





(AS TWILIGHT HUNG ITS BLUE-GREY 
BLANKET OVER THE NOTHINGNESS— 


я: 


YL 
THE FORGOTTEN LANDS! 
211 N 
4 zn; š 


sile 








THE FORGOTTEN LANDS — А PART OF THE 
WORLD THAT WAS OLD WHEN 

EVERYTHING ELSE WAS YOUNG. ONCE THE 
[HEART OF A PLANET STEEPED IN MAGIC, | 
[THEY WERE ALL THAT WAS LEFT. BUT STILL 
[THE LAST STIRRINGS OF THE OLD MAGIC | 
COULD BE FELT... IN THE EARTH, INTHE I 
TREES, IN THE ROCKS... STILL IT 
LINGERED IN THE AIR... 
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THE BEAST DEPARTED, AND ВІХ HEADED | 
DEEP INTO THE FOREST. 


YU 


— | HAVE STRUGGLED FAR 1-5 
Ц ENOUGH. I'LL MAKE CAMP ዘ 


HS FOR FME MIGHT: 
Їл 

Л 5 

3 2 


50... YOU ARE HERE! 


SD () сад PERHAPSISHOULD MAKE 
( YOU FEEL AT HOME. 4 
PERHAPS | AM EVEN 
STRONG ENOUGH TO 
ARRANGE A SMALL 
WELCOME... 
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THE POWER-SPAWN 
RACED THROUGH THE * 
NIGHT SKY— 
FIND HIM, MY POWER- 
PAWN! FIND THE BOY! 


— AND PLUNGED AT BIS FEET. 
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GIVE ME YOUR HAND! 
I'LL CUT YOU FREE! 
"7 





THE STRANGER MADE QUICK WORK OF 
THE CLUTCHING VEGETATION... 


KEEP BEHIND ME! DO NO` 
FROM THIS PATH. 





PINS ез BUT BEFORE BIX COULD SAY 17 5) 
A NECKLACE OF DRAGON'S ANYTHING... у. 
TEETH . . IT'S HIM... THE 


DRAGON SLAYER! 


ТШ 
2 
JE, 





I'VE LOST. 


THE BOY! | CAN NO 
TRA( IS 
FEAR. 


REATIONOF ҮГ 
R-SPAWN 








THE FOLLOWING MORNING... H 


LISTEN CAREFULLY! I SHALL NOT 
ATTACK YOU AGAIN. I DID SO LAST 
NIGHT BECAUSE YOU WERE AFRAID 
— AND IT WAS BECAUSE OF YOUR 
FEAR THAT DRAX WAS ABLE TO 
SEEK YOU OUT AND DO WHAT HE 

++ WE MUST TALK 


WHAT KIND OF 
SWORD IS THAT? 


YOU ARE ON YOUR 
FEET. GOOD. TELL ME— 





3 3 
BIX RECOUNTED HIS STORY TO THE [CANNOT 
DRAGONSLAYER — __HELP YOU. 


AROS ЧЕ 











THE DRAGONSLAYER RECOUNTED HIS OWN 
STORY. IT WAS A TALE OF THE OLD WORLD... 


Å LONG TIME AGO, FOR I AM OLDER 
THAN YOU IMAGINE, THE SKIES OF 
PIRA IV WERE FULL OF GORTH'S 
KIND. THEY, LIKE THE WARLOCKS, 

WERE CREATURES OF THE MAGIC. 
SPAWNED HERE IN THE FORGOTTEN 


THE DRAGONS PREYED 
N MAN BECAUSE THAT 
WAS THEIR WAY . - - OUI 
KIND AND THEIRS Wi 
NATURAL ENEMIES, 


~.. WE DRAGON SLAYERS: 
WERE MEN LIKE YOU, WHO 
FOUGHT BACK. MANY 
DRAGONS WERE SLAIN, 
MANY DRAGON SLAYERS. 
KILLED. FOR GENERATIONS. 
‘THE WAR WAS WAGED 


CHANGED. SOMETHING IN THE 
DRAGON'S BREATH HAD 


TOUCHED ME WITH THE MAGIC. 


AND AS MY FRIENDS AND 
LOVED ONES GREYED AND DIED 
WITH THE PASSING OF THE 
YEARS, I GREW ONLY SLIGHTLY 
OLDER’... . I HAD BEEN BLESSED 
WITHTHE LIVES OF TEN МЕҢ... 


MY NAME WAS GOLTHOS 
KIM, AND I WAS TRAINED. 
FROM BIRTH FOR THE WAR. 
BUT IN MY FIRST BATTLE I 


WHICH A DRAGON CREATES 
FIRE — AND LEFT TO DIE 





BUT THE WORLD WAS CHANGING. 
ТНЕ MAGIC WAS DYING AND WITH 
IT THE DRAGONS WERE 


VANISHING FOREVER, FINALLY m 
THERE CAME A DAY WHEN I WAS WE CAME FACE TO FACE, 
ት 
ЧИ" OWN way: 

SE THAT WAS THE А, THE LAST OF OUR KIND. WE 

ONE YOU KNOW AS GORTH... уй COULD NOT KILL EACH 
< TIA W: OTHER. WE WANTED ONLY 

ў SPR TO LIVE THE REST OF OUR 

DAYS IN PEACE 





THE DRAGON SLAYER'S KEEN EARS PICKED- 
R UP А DISTANT SOUND... 


YES, | UNDERSTAND! BU 5 
CHANGED! GORTH HAS BECOME A 
ነነ KILLER ONCE MORE... . DRAX IS 
| (USING HIM ТО GAIN РОМЕН... 


MUST BE SLAIN! 





х > 
COWER, DRAGON SLAYER, FOR \ 7 
GORTH HAS FOUND YOU! 
СОМЕН, BOY, FOR THE HOPES 7, 
OF YOU AND Мо FATHER DIE // 
е ፖይ 





DIVE, BEAST! BURN THEM 
WITH YOUR FIRE! BURN! 


£ У 


GET UNDER COVER, LAD. N 


L BER THERE IS NOTHING YOU CAN 
ТИ ч 
3 = , ( 





AM 


s, MU! 
SHIELD 


|; 


MYSI 
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GORTH GRABBED DRAGON SLAYER 
AN HIS FIERCE 





BIX RACED TO PROTECT THI 
EN DRAGON SLAYER ... 
ута 


ИДИ, 
Ч 


ሃሃ FOR A MOMENT, TIME WAS FROZEN 
0) AS THE EYES OF GORTH AND THE 
DRAGON SLAYER MET... 








GORTH LET OUT A STRANGE, EERIE WAI 


NOW NO ONE STANDS 
BEFORE ME! YOU HAVE 
DONE WELL, BEAST! 


1 SAW IT IN HIS EYES! HE WOULD 
NOT KILL US! HE AIMED AT THE 
CENTRE OF MY SHIELD — SO 
THAT THE FIRE DEFLECTED 
AROUND US. 





NO TA 


ТИЕ HE HAD 
аша CHECKED? THERE WAS THE LOOK OF A 
Q SHACKLED BEAST IN GORTH'S 
EYES. THE LOOK OF А SLAVE. 
DRAX MUST HOLD POWER OVER 
IH. SOMEHOW DRAX 
THREATENS THE DRAGONFIRE, 
THE SOURCE OF LIFE FOR 
DRAGONS. | WILL HELP YOU. 


BUT YOU MUSTLET ME ` 
DECIDE WHAT NEEDS TO BE 
DONE! 


WHY SHOULD HE HAVE DONE? HE 
SAW US CONSUMED BY THE FIRE 
AND KNOWS NOTHING OF MY 
TRUCE WITH THE DRAGON. HE 
Д НАЗ NO REASON TO BELIEVE 
ВА GORTH WOULD NOT KILL US. 


ОК THE EVENING OF THE FOLLOWING DAY THEY 
ARRIVED AT THEIR DESTINATION, A BLACK CAVE- 
MOUTH THAT LOOMED OMINOUSLY OT OF ለ 
GROWING MIST... 





THE DRAGONFIRE WAS AN 

UNDERGROUND SEA OF MYSTICAL FLAME 

THAT HAD BURNED SINCE THE BEGINNING 
ПМЕ. 


|(ВИТ IS IT POSSIBLE TO EXTINGUISH 
THE DRAGONFIRE? 


WHILE GORTH STILL LIVES, THAT 


IS IMPOSSIBLE. THE DRAGONFIRE Ë 


STILL BURNS, BUT IN A PLACE ОЕ ሺ 
DRAX'S CHOOSING, UNDER HIS 
CONTROL. THAT IS WHY GORTH 


I SAID I WOULD HELP 
YOU, BIX, AND HELP 





iLi 
EVERYTHING IN HIS 
POWER TO STOP US. 





YOU HAVE COURAGE, LAD! TAKE 
THIS SWORD. ONCE BEFORE, 
LONG AGO, І CAME HERE AND 
FORGED THIS AND MY SWORD IN 
THE FLAMES OF THE 
DRAGONFIRE. THEIR BLADES ARE 
STRENGTHENED BY ITS MAGIC. IT 
WILL SERVE YOUWELL NOW 
COME. 


+. WE HAVE А LONG WAY 
TOGO... 





MEANWHILE, IN THE THIS NIGHT SHALL BETHE LAST 
የር ҮЙҮ NIGHT OF MY EXILE. TOMORROW 
THE DRAGON WILL CARRY ME 
OUT OF THE FORGOTTEN LANDS 
FOREVER. THEN | SHALL BEGIN 
MY NEW REIGN... 
TOMORROW .. . TOMORROW! 


‘THE DRAGONFIRE WILL REMAIN, 
CONTAINED WITHIN THIS FORCE- 
SPHERE! IF THE DRAGON HAS NEED, 
HE MAY RETURN HERE ТО, 
STRENGTHEN HIMSELF FROMIT ... 








ВОТ THE MENTAL POWERS I 

NEED TO KEEP THE SPHERE 

INTACT ARE TIRING. I MUST 
REST NOW... . REGAIN MY 





WHICH WAY 


DO WE GO? DOWN! І SAW LIGHTS 


BELOW AS WE CLIMBED. 
AND BE CAREFUL AND 
QUICK — DRAX IS 
PROBABLY GUARDED. Д 


15 BIX AND THE DRAGON SLAYER | 
PASSED, IT EMERGED FROM ITS HIDING 
PLACE AND SCURRIED ТО TELL ITS 
MASTER OF THE INTRUDERS 














BOY, DRAGON SLAYER... 
YOU HAVE PROBLEMS OF 
YOUR OWN. THEIR BITE IS 


QUITE DEADLY ... ፓፓ 


YOUR SWORD, BIX , BIX AND THE DRAGON SLAYER FOUGHT 
USE YOUR SWOI сца BACK-TO-BACK. 








BIX AND THE DRAGON SLAYER AND AS DRAX'S VOICE ECHOED FROM ABOVE THEM, 
CRASHED INTO THE DEPTHS... THEY ONCE AGAIN FACED GORTH. .. 


ји " 


GORTH'S SHACKLES MAGICALLY FREED THEMSELVES Å ኦህ 
AND THE DRAGON MOVED FORWAR! 





И hea ሙር መሙ 


[DRAGON AND DRAGON SLAVER LOCKED IN COMBAT — 


THE DRAGON SLAYER LEAPT INTO ACTION... 


AND SO I HAVE NO 
CHOICE . . .I MUST 
FIGHT... 





(е / 4 
1 ( 
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BUT IN THE CONFINED SPACE OF GORTH'S CELL, THE 
DRAGON SLAYER LAPPED. 
NIE 





THE EYES OF DRAGON AND DRAGON SLAYER IX 
МЕТ FOR A FINAL TIME, AND THEN — 


I ምሥ 


et 





Та Та. 
DRAGON AND MAN PLUNGED FROM THE 
WINI 








DRAX WATCHED THE COMBATANTS FALL... 
У ም 


YOU ARE ALONE NOW, BOY! ANI 
HAN USED 





REACH THE DRAGONFIRE 
1 ТА 
Е 


7 re 
pač, 





ONCE IN THE DRAGONFIRE CHAMBER ... 
ЈУ THE DRAGON SLAYER SAID THE BLADE )x 
WAS STRENGTHENED BY THE MAGIC... 
MAYBE IT WILL COUNTERACT THE `P, 





BUT DRAX HAD SUMMONED 
MAI ОР HIS POWER. 


Q: 
er 
EEG 
DRAX'S POWER-BOLT BLEW OUT THE ያ 
/ALL BEHIND BIX, LEAVING HIM 
JALANCED ON THE EDGE OF ለ 





BUT GORTH AND THE 

DRAGON SLAYER HAD 

SURVIVED... Е 
>. 





QUICKLY, LAD... WE MUST PUT 
ISTANCE BETWEEN US AND 





66 


| WITH DRAX DEAD, THE DRAGONFIRE EXPLODED FROM Ц 
115 PRISON WITH DEVASTATING FORCE AND STREAMED , 
INTO THE SKY. FROM THERE IT FELL BACK TO THE 
GROUND AND RETURNED TO ITS RIGHTFUL PLACE 
BENEATH THE EARTH. THE THREAT OF THE WARLOCK 

| WAS NO MORE. IT WAS OVER ... 


АТН AND I HAVE NO PLACI 
THERE. THE TIME OF MAGIC AND OF 
THOSE LIKE US WILL SOON BE GONE 
FOREVER, AND WE WILL STAY HEREIN 
THE FORGOTTEN LANDS UNTIL THAT 
TIME COMES. THE FUTURE OF THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD BELONGS TO 
MORTAL MAN FROM NOW ON. I THINK. 
IT WILL BE IN GOOD НАМОЗ... 
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We at “Starblazer” want to bring you the very best in Fantasy Fiction. То 
do that we need your help. 

So that we can produce the kind of stories you want to read, please fill in 
the questionnaire on this page and send it to "Starblazer", D. С. Thomson & 
Co. Ltd,, 185 Fleet Street, London EC4A 2Н5, 

If you don't want to cut your issue of “Starblazer”, you can copy the 
questionnaire onto а sheet of paper. 

And there's с chance to win а full-colour print of one of our new-style 
wraparound covers! 

The senders of the ten letters which we judge to be the most informative 
will each receive one of the prints. We want to hear from you NOW! 


Name .............................. Age. 






What kind of science SUPERHEROES 0 FANTASY 
fiction do you most enjoy? DUNGEONS SWORD AND 
Please tick AND DRAGONS OO SORCERY 
appropriate boxes. POST C HORROR 
If you dislike any type HOLOCAUSTOC STAR WARS 




















of story, place a cross ADVENTURE DR. WHO 
in the box. HUMOUR ПО MYSTERY 


Where do you normally buy your STARBLAZER? 





Which is your favourite STARBLAZER story?. 








Which is your favourite character? 
Which is your favourite science fiction movie? 





Have you any comments to make about STARBLAZER. . . good 
or bad? 














